
Program Service Supervisors Karen Ciulla and 
Jonathan Holmes (Mickey)
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Weekend Warriors and Midnight Musketeers
Think of Hopewell as a place where 
residents live, not just stay for a while or 
visit during the day. The farm is “home” for 
each resident during their time here. Staff 
engage with residents at all hours and are 
ready to encourage, motivate, comfort and 
redirect as needed. Opportunities for 
personal growth do not end when the 
clinical staff leaves for the day.

The “Weekend Warriors” and “Midnight 
Musketeers” are two groups of dedicated 
Hopewell staff who help residents feel at 
home during the more challenging times —
evenings, weekends, and overnights.

Karen Ciulla and Jonathan Holmes 
(Mickey) are Program Service Supervisors 
who manage and train the evening and 
weekend Program Facilitators and keep a 
positive flow of energy and activities. Much 
more than activity directors, Program 
Facilitators work with residents, 
recommend and coordinate activities and 
are responsible for anything and everything 
after the clinicians go home. 

Though there is no “typical week” at 
Hopewell, facilitators establish routines and 
plan regular activities. Outings to the library, 
a movie, Walmart, bowling or miniature golf 
are scheduled weekly. Hikes in all kinds of 
weather, festivals, fairs, game nights, exercise 
programs and bonfires are perennial 
favorites. Facilitators share their passions and 
talents and solicit new ideas from residents.

Five overnight staff members have been 
dubbed the “Midnight Musketeers” crew, 
whose primary responsibility is to keep all 
the buildings and residents safe while they 
sleep. If a resident wakes up feeling anxious, 
staff members listen to their concerns and 
sometimes play cards, do puzzles, or take 
walks. Addressing an issue in the moment – 
even in the wee hours of the morning – helps 
residents manage their emotions and can 
prevent symptoms from spiraling into 
treatment setbacks.

Hopewell’s highly skilled and caring staff are 
part of the therapeutic community that treats 
each resident like part of a family. The 

“Weekend Warriors” 
and “Midnight 
Musketeers” wrap 
their arms around 
the experience, 
allowing the 
residents to feel at 
home. . . always.

Thank you to the “Weekend 
Warriors” and “Midnight 

Musketeers”
Samantha Anderson  •  Mary Benton
Karen Ciulla  •  Jim Ewert-Krocker

Melissa Grcar  •  Pam Haueter  •  Angie Hazen
Jonathan Holmes (Mickey)  •  Barb Krasicki

Dana Loeser  •  Kristina Meredith 
Debbie Motil  •  Ellie Parsons  •  Rachel Peric

Sami Petty  •  Heather Salyers
Natalie Schafer  •  Anne Skowronski 

Monique Soltis  •  Sandy Thomas
Sara Trembath

A few of Hopewell’s outstanding Program Facilitators, Kristina 
Meredith, Deb Motil, Pam Haueter, Melissa Grcar
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by Steve Morse, Chief Executive OfficerAwakenings
Recently our family reached the tough 
decision to say goodbye to one of our dogs, 
Gatsby, a 15-year-old white Boxer with a cute 
brown eye patch. Her deafness and inability 
to get comfortable standing, sitting or even 
lying down brought us to that dreaded final 
visit to our veterinarian. One of many 
sympathy cards we received carried this 
quotation from author Anatole France: 

“Until one has loved an animal, part of one’s soul remains 
unawakened.”

Reading those thoughtful words reminded me of Hopewell’s holistic 
approach to healing and recovery that focuses on body, mind and 
spirit. One of the factors that sets Hopewell apart from many other 
residential facilities is its location on a working farm, with many 
domesticated animals to be observed, cared for, worked with, and 
utilized in a humane fashion. Hopewell’s farm animals include four 
pigs, numerous cattle, sheep, chickens and sometimes turkeys, bees, 
and four horses. A therapy dog named Duke comes to visit. 

The enormous amount of research on the effect of animals on human 
health is thoroughly summarized in an article by Deborah L. Wells in 
the “Journal of Social Issues” (Vol. 65, No. 3, 2009). Numerous 
studies have shown reductions in heart rate, stress-levels, blood 
pressure, depression and anxiety associated with the mere presence of 

birds, fish, cats, horses and (mostly) dogs. The increasing acceptance 
of therapy animals and emotional support animals demonstrates a 
positive trend of recognizing the important roles that our furry  
(or feathered) friends can play in our lives.

Colleen Welder, Hopewell’s certified Equine Therapist, reports that 
residents gain many benefits from their interactions with our horses: 
Jerry (senior citizen Percheron), Rush and newcomer Red (Belgians) 
and Brandie (miniature horse). She has noticed increased self-
confidence, self-esteem, the ability to observe and report, sensitivity 
to non-verbal cues, and more clear and direct communications. 

In the presence of a pet or farm animal, most of us surrender some 
emotional isolation and self-involvement in favor of the more healthy 
questions, “What is the animal feeling, does it need anything from 
me, can I make it more comfortable, can I give it pleasure with 
petting, treats or playing?”

People frequently ask us, “What makes a farm community special as 
an alternative to the more common forms of residential treatment?” 
Then the face of a lamb, the cluck of a chicken, the buzzing of bees or 
the nuzzle of a horse come to mind immediately and we can begin to 
answer that question with a knowing smile.

Ann Thompson, Editor/Writer
Audrey Katzman, Writer 

Jack Childers, Staff Photographer

Development Office
147 Bell Street, #303

Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440.247.0912

www.hopewellcommunity.org
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Our Mission

Hopewell’s mission is “to provide an opportunity for adults with mental illness to 
experience a self-reliant and satisfying life through participation in a vibrant residential 

therapeutic community.”

Do you know a 
family that may 

need help? 

Ask them to call Hopewell’s 
Admissions Team at 

440.426.2009.



Hopewell’s woods teem with maple trees 
and the property has its own sugar house, 
built in 2014 with philanthropic support. 
Residents count sugaring as one of their 
favorite farm activities. It is a labor-intensive 
process and a great opportunity to work (and 
play) in the snow.

Sugaring’s first phase is to capture the sap, a 
clear fluid that resembles water, which carries 
nutrients and minerals into the branches 
when new buds are forming. 
Norm Wengerd, Farm 
Manager, explained that 
the ideal temperatures 
should be 25 degrees at 
night and 40 degrees by 
10:00 am the following day. 

With the cold night, the 
sap is drawn into the roots and the warmer morning allows the sap to 
ascend. Sap detours into spouts protruding from the tree trunks and 
is collected in 1,700 clear plastic bags. The bags are emptied an 
average of nine times during the sugaring season. 

When the time is right, Norm hitches draft horses to a wagon and 
drives it through the woods. Staff and residents remove the bags 

and empty the sap 
into a 200 gallon 
container resting on 
the wagon. At the 
sugar house, the excess 
water is boiled out 
over a large stove. It 
takes 55 gallons of sap 
to make one gallon of 
syrup.

In 2017, Hopewell 
produced and bottled 
over 230 gallons of 
syrup. The Hopewell 

Farm & Craft Market and the End of the 
Commons General Store in Mesopotamia 
will sell syrup beginning in March. The 
Farm & Craft Market is open Thursday 
and Friday, 12:00-6:00 and Saturday 
12:00-4:00.

Sugaring (shoog-er-ing): noun
The boiling down of maple sap until it thickens into syrup or crystallizes into sugar.
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Summer Solstice 2018 
Summer Solstice was included in Currents News’ Black-Tie Awards for Best 
Benefits of 2017, stating “Hopewell, a rare entity in this country – a working 
farm to aid those with mental illness – created a chic, happening event in a 
down-to-earth setting.” 

Hopewell’s 18th annual Summer Solstice event will be held on Friday,  
June 15, 2018. The Steering Committee is hard at work searching for unique 
silent auction items including antiques, artwork and exclusive experiences locally 
and nationally. Please keep Hopewell in mind if you have any items you would 
like to donate.

If you do not have an item to donate but would like to contribute to the 
silent auction, use the link below. The items will be shipped directly to 
Hopewell’s Development Office and the donor will receive an acknowledgment 
by mail from Hopewell for tax purposes. As a bonus, Hopewell receives a 
portion of the price for items purchased on AmazonSmile.

To make a donation or to learn more about the event, visit  
www.hopewellcommunity.org/support-us/events/summer-solstice-2018  
or contact the Development Office (jshear@hopewell.cc or 440.247.0912).  
Thank you for your support!
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OUR 
FOUNDATION 
PARTNERS
Hopewell extends a special thank you  
to these generous foundations for  
their support.

NOVEMBER 10, 2017 – JANUARY 31, 2018

Robert R. and Gay C. Cull Family 
Foundation

The James and Angela Hambrick Foundation
George M. and Pamela S. Humphrey Fund
Killgallon Foundation
The Lerner Foundation
The Milton and Tamar Maltz Family 

Foundation
The McKenna Family Fund
David and Inez Myers Foundation, 

Cleveland, Ohio
Eric and Jane Nord Foundation
The Page Foundation
P.K. Ranney Fund of the American 

Endowment Foundation
RIG III Family Foundation
The Shelter Hill Foundation
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
Michael Talty and Helen Talty Trust
The Veale Foundation
The Allayne and Douglas Wick Foundation

Honorary and Memorial Gifts
OCTOBER 1, 2017 – JANUARY 31, 2018

IN HONOR OF
David Cutler
Lori Hertvik

Sally Cutler
Mr. and Mrs. Jay P. 

Auwerter, Jr.

Helen Grima and  
Michael Grima
Mr. and Mrs. Ian 

Mackenzie

Michael Grima
Helen Grima
Mr. Jonathan Strauss and 

Mrs. Elizabeth Westlake

Daniel Horne
Lori Friedman

Hopewell Staff
Patricia Abts

Susan LaPine and  
Phil Wasserstrom
Peggy Barnes Szpatura

Dr. Todd Locke
Mr. Dennis Yurkovich

Kitty Makley
Anonymous 
Kathy Keare Leavenworth

Clara T. Rankin
Anonymous (2)
Dr. Lester A. Ballard, Jr.
Dr. Nancy Duff-Boehm 

and Dr. Gregory Boehn
Edgar and Beth Boles 
Dr. & Mrs. William E. 

Bruner II
Mr. and Mrs. John C.  

Butler, Jr. 

Pat and Bill Butler
Louise P. Dempsey
Ann and Louis A. Frangos
Sally L. Futrell and  

Thomas G. Reid
Stephen and Lisa Geber
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Goldman
Mrs. Richard S. Grimm
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Hoogland
Henri Pell Junod, Jr.
Harvey and Norma Kotler
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis LaBarre
Hal and Susan LaPine
Dr. and Mrs. Hans Luders
Mr. William C. William 

McCoy
Thomas and Jane Morris
Ambassador John D. Ong
Patricia C. Oppmann
Dr. and Mrs. Gösta 

Pettersson
Mary Katherine Prough
Mr. and Mrs. Claiborne  

R. Rankin
Anne H. Reese
Bernice Rhode
Dr. and Mrs. David A. 

Rodgers
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Schulz
Sedgwick Family Fund Part 

B2 at the Cleveland 
Foundation

Astri Seidenfeld
Mr. Morton Schubert and 

Ms. Gail Kichler
Mr. and Mrs. William L. 

Spring
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Steck 
The Mary Lane and John K. 

Sullivan Charitable Fund
Mr. William M. Weber
Betsy and George Wick

Clara T. Rankin  
and Hopewell’s 
compassionate staff
David and Nancy Fencl

Chloe Rankin Seelbach
Mr. and Mrs. William R. 

Seelbach

Liza Trela
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Trela

IN MEMORY OF
Penelope D. Buchanan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis

David Cutler
Mr. and Mrs. August A. 

Napoli, Jr.

Morton Epstein
Candy and Brent Grover

L. Douglas Lenkoski, MD
H. Bernard and Edith Smith
Dr. Melvin S. Rosenthal 

and Dr. Miriam B. 
Rosenthal

Jordan and Jean Truthan 
and Karin Truthan
Mrs. Connie T. Hecker

Jordan and Jean Truthan
Ms. Alexis Kim

Fred and Lois Weisman
Mr. Mark Weisman

We apologize for any errors 
or omissions. Please contact 
the Development office at 
440.247.0912 so we may 
correct our records.

Retirement
Bess and Belle 
are moseying to 
a new home. 
The girls came 
to Hopewell in 
2012 and spent 
many hours 
working to help 
gather sap, 
pulling visitors and residents on wagon rides 
and helping with a variety of farm chores. 

At 18 years of age, they are retiring and will 
spend time together on a local family farm 
entertaining the grandchildren. The owners 
plan to teach their family about how sap was 
gathered in the “olden days.” While Bess and 
Belle will still be doing a small amount of light 
work to keep in shape, they should have plenty 
of down time to enjoy their golden years.



Photo by Daniel Horne

A winter’s day
in a deep and dark December,

I’m not alone... 

– JACK CHILDERS

We are thrilled to announce that we exceeded our goal for the 2017 Hopewell Annual Fund, which raised a total of $252,929. 
This is $27,929 or 12.4% over our budgeted goal. This year also marks the first time that the Annual Fund has exceeded 
$250,000 in support of our residents. 

We are very grateful to all of our individual, foundation and corporate 
donors. The total also includes more than $7,300 in cash donations or 
pledges made by Hopewell staff members, exceeding last year’s staff 
contributions by more than $1,000 — also a new record! This speaks 
volumes about our employees’ dedication and commitment to our 
mission to serve those with serious mental illness.

The Hopewell Annual Fund provides vital fee assistance to a majority 
of our families who otherwise would not be able to afford and 
experience our unique model of care. 

On behalf of everyone at Hopewell, thank you for your generous 
support! 

Warmly,

Mark W. Teague Kitty L. Makley
Annual Fund Co-Chair Annual Fund Co-Chair

 

Sparrows in the snow beside  
the trail

Suddenly rise as we approach 
But fly only as far 
as the lowest branch
On the nearest white tipped tree.
So close they land 
And fold their wings 
Calling down to us
In excited voices. 
I imagine they might be saying
We can see spring from here!
Ah, small sparrows, so can I– 
For today we talked of hope, 
The promise of blossom. 
Then it didn’t seem so far away, 
That awaited change of season. 

–  LAURA SCARNECCHIA, 
CLINICIAN

Photo by Jack Childers

Winter at Hopewell
Snow, ice, and slippery hills

Challenges bring rest

– ARCH MCCUNE
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Dear Friends of Hopewell,

Photo by Jack Childers

Winter Grounds
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VISITING ARTIST PROGRAM
Hopewell’s Art Therapy program provides an environment for residents to build independence, confidence, 

problem solving skills, and coping techniques to navigate unfamiliar and potentially challenging endeavors.  
The program emphasizes the creative process rather than the finished project. 

Mary Cassidy, Hopewell’s Art Therapist, developed a visiting artist 
program to connect residents with the Northeast Ohio artistic and 
creative community. Four visiting artists stayed on the farm last 
year, shared meals with the community and offered their artistic 
perspectives. Each artist held two-day workshops where they taught 
their craft, tailoring projects to an individual or groups. Artists 
donated a creative piece that reflected their Hopewell experiences. 
Workshops were attended by over 75% of staff and residents.

Gail Trunick, a mixed media 
artist whose work combines 
stoneware clay with found 
objects, led residents in a two 
part workshop titled “Spirit 
Figures.” Participants created 
clay faces and built decorated 
bodies utilizing fabric, fur, 
feathers, straw, twigs, and other 
natural elements. Gail said, 
“Each object, much like a 
person, comes with a life and 
history all of its own, each with 
their own texture, utility and 
neglect. I like to think that I 
offer them a second life and 
add chapters to their stories.” 

Laura Drapac brought a portable printing press from the early 1900s 
that she purchased and refurbished. Each community member created 
designs on linoleum blocks and used the press to make original prints. 

Liza Rifkin, a Cleveland based jewelry artist, returned for a second 
year to lead a workshop on copper, brass, and silver jewelry 
metalsmithing. Residents learned how to cut and prepare metal and 
crafted rings, bracelets, pendants, and other jewelry. 

Karl Anderson led a workshop utilizing mixed-media collage 
projects. Attendees selected portions of well-known works of 
literature and added color, texture and depth to create and illustrate 
an entirely new meaning to the words on the page. 

Each workshop provided unique opportunities for residents to 
engage in community involvement, try something new, and learn 
new skills. The workshops received positive feedback and sparked 
thought-provoking discussions regarding self-expression and healing. 
At the end of each workshop, pieces were put on display in the 
dining room for all to enjoy. 

The Visiting Artist Program opened the road to mental health and 
artistic expression, exploring this intersection through instruction, 
collaboration, and community engagement. 

Resident Phillip’s Spirit Figure
Liza Rifkin prepares metal for jewelry making

Laura Drapac explains the art of printing
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Our Team, Our Passions 

What do you do when you’re on the way to an interview and 
your GPS fails? You show up late, you make apologies and 
wonder if you got the job. . . that is, until your cell phone 
rings on the way home. “When can you start?” That’s how 
Arch McCune, Hopewell’s Transportation Coordinator, 
got lost but found his way “home” at Hopewell.

Everyone at Hopewell knows Arch. Affable and kind, he’s a 
morale booster who has been on staff since 2015. Arch 
coordinates residents’ medical appointments, shopping 
trips, group outings, and more. He is also a trained group 
facilitator. 

Arch’s passion is for service. Veterans refer to time spent in 
the military, as Arch did (four years in the army followed by 
two in the National Guard), as “being in the service.” At age 
53 and almost three decades since he left the military, Arch 
truly never left service behind. 

A native of rural southern Ohio, Arch attended Marietta 
Bible College, where he met his wife, Cindi. He has been a 
full-time minister and missionary, and he currently holds a 
position as an interim pastor at Christ Memorial Baptist 
Church in Warren. 

Arch’s sunny nature shines even in difficult circumstances. 
“I spent four years as a corrections officer and faith-based 
worker at a prison in Youngstown, working with inmates 
and undocumented immigrants. That’s a tough population, 
but my approach was the same — treat everyone with the 
respect and dignity they deserve as human beings.”

“I have a mission of service, but I don’t see leadership in 
terms of a chain of command,” Arch continued. “For me, 
service is about leading by example, like a shepherd.” Guided 
by principle and faith, Arch’s kindness comes naturally as he 
helps to address residents’ difficulties and hardships. 

Hopewell looks for staff who treat others with respect, 
caring and compassion. In Arch’s case, Hopewell recognized 
a servant leader and a true gem.

From the  
Wishing Well
Hopewell residents and staff appreciate donations of 
materials and equipment that enhance their work and 
other activities. Currently we need these items:

•  Cookware for the Main House kitchen: Vollrath 5.5 quart heavy duty 
aluminum saute pan and a 28 quart heavy duty aluminum brazier pan, 
and a Magimix 16-cup food processor CS5200 XL

•  The Hopewell Music and Band needs a 100-200 watt amplifier with 
microphone, ¼” phono jack inputs and speakers with cables

• Pair of conga drums

•  Bicycles

•  Twin bed head and/or foot boards to be used in our woodshop for 
constructing benches

Got a minute? Check out our Amazon Wishing Well list at  
www.hopewellcommunity.org/support-us/wishing-well. You can 
click on items and purchase them directly. It’s quick and convenient!  
If you have any questions, please contact the Development Office 
(akatzman@hopewell.cc or 440.247.0912). Donors will receive 
written acknowledgments of gifts for their records.  Donations of 
gifts-in-kind are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

Red, a gift from James and Angela Hambrick

Chevrolet truck 
and salt spreader 
donated by 
Kerry and Debe 
Klotzman

The striking violin 
donated by Jerold L. 

Goldman

Hopewell is grateful for these donations…
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Hopewell provides an opportunity for adults with 
serious mental illness to experience a self-reliant 
and satisfying life through participation in a 
vibrant residential therapeutic farm community.

Discover more 
about Hopewell’s unique program and  
mental health services

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Hopewelltc
Twitter: @Hopewellfarm
Instagram: @hopewellfarm
Blog: www.hopewellcommunity.org/blog

GOLD SPONSOR
Summer Solstice 2018

Honoring Peg’s Foundation
formerly the Margaret Clark Morgan Foundation

COPPER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

William H. Childs, Jr. and  
Associates, Architects / Planners

University Hospitals 
Department of Psychiatry

Private Harbour 
Investment Management

The Law Office of  
Carol A. Szczepanik, LLC

Jane and Peter 
Anagnostos

Mr. and Mrs.  
James Reid

Joe 
Scaminace

Suzanne and 
Paul Westlake

William M. Weber

SILVER SPONSORS
Clara T. Rankin

Thanks to our Early-Bird Sponsors!

Presenting Sponsor for the  
18th consecutive year!

Please consider a sponsorship for this year’s event.  
The deadline to be listed in the event invitation is April 4.  
To be listed in the event program, the deadline is May 25. 

More information is available by calling Hopewell’s 
Development Office at 440.247.0912 or online at  
www.hopewellcommunity.org/support-us/events/ 

summer-solstice-2018.

Plan to join Hopewell founder Clara T. Rankin,  
Honorary Chairs Brian and Gretchen Colleran and  

Event Chairs Susan Silverberg Bewie and Carol Szczepanik  
on June 15th in Hunting Valley for Summer Solstice 2018!

The Grima Family


